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Investigation of medium- and large-sized mammals around the Shirakami
Mountain Range in Akita Prefecture, Japan, in 2019

FUJISATO Forest Ecosystem Conservation Center,
TOHOKU Regional Forest Office, Forestry Agency,
24-3 Ohzekizoi, Fujikoto, Fujisato, Yamamoto, Akita 018-3201, Japan

ABSTRACT: An investigation of medium- and large-sized mammals using infrared-
triggered cameras was conducted around the Shirakami Mountain Range in Akita
Prefecture, Japan, from April to November 2019. A total of 4,146 individuals comprising
23 species were photographed in 30 investigation spots. A total of 3,570 individual
mammals were observed, comprising 14 species. The most identified mammal was the
raccoon dogs (Nyctereutes procyonoides), for which 601 individuals were observed,
followed by 422 masked palm civets (Paguma larvata), 379 Japanese red fox (Vulpes
vulpes), 276 Japanese marten (Martes melampus), and 253 Asiatic black bear (Ursus
thibetanus). In addition, seven sika deer (Cervus nippon) were photographed. The
expansion of the distribution of this species has been a concern in recent years.
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