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○ In 2020, the total value of Japan’s wood import dropped by 19% from the previous year, due to 
domestic demand decline and global supply shortage caused by COVID-19 pandemic.

○ The volume of imports also declined for each product category; 24% for roundwood, 13% for 
sawnwood, and 13% for plywood respectively.

1.  Japan’s Wood Import in 2020
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○ In 2020, EU became the largest wood exporting country to Japan in value, exceeding China, for the 
first time.

○ Roundwood imports from Canada dropped by 68%, due to logging suspension in a major roundwood 
exporting company.   Imports from the US increased marginally, substituting those from Canada.

○ Imports of sawnwood and plywood from major exporting countries dropped in similar manners.
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(1) Outline of Clean Wood Act

- Illegal logging and trade in illegally harvested timber are critical issues for promoting sustainable 
forest management, as well as environmental conservation in the world.

- In this regard, the Government introduced the “Act on Promotion of Use and Distribution of 
Legally-Harvested Wood and Wood Products (Clean Wood Act)” in May 2017. 

- The Act stipulates that all wood-related business entities shall confirm the legality of wood and 
wood products which they handle.

- In the Act, “wood and wood products” include furniture and paper, and “wood-related business 
entities” include construction industry and wood biomass power plants.

- The Act provides a “voluntary registration system” for wood-related business entities which wish to 
be certified by independent organizations as to conduct legality confirmation accordingly.

- The Government provides necessary information for wood-related business entities to confirm the 
legality of wood and wood products in the country of origin.

2.  Implementation of Clean Wood Act
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(2) Current Status of Clean Wood Act
(Promotion of legally harvested wood and voluntary registration)
- Domestic industrial organizations, in cooperation with the Forestry Agency, held two nationwide 

conferences and five local conferences for the promotion of use in legally harvested timber by 
wood-related business entities in FY2019.

- The organizations also held seminars and consultation meetings for the promotion of voluntary 
registration by wood-related business entities, in 100 locations with 3,500 participants of wood-
related business entities in FY2019.

- The number of registered wood-related business entities reached 528 as of January 2021.
(August 2018 : 125 entities → January 2021 : 528 entities)

(Information sharing for legality confirmation)
- Japanese Government has established a website (“Clean Wood Navi”) to provide information on 

current situation of law enforcement in wood producing countries.  The number of countries covered 
by the Clean Wood Navi reached 30, covering most of major wood exporting countries to Japan. 
* Clean Wood Navi (including English version of relevant rules)  

http://www.rinya.maff.go.jp/j/riyou/goho/index.html

2.  Implementation of Clean Wood Act
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(1) Assistance to Tropical Wood Producing Countries through ITTO
- The Government of Japan contribute funding to ITTO projects for the improvement of forest 

governance in tropical wood producing countries. 
- Annual amount of voluntary contribution was approximately $870 thousand for FY2020. 
- Those projects include;

- Development of forest resources surveillance system in Philippines (2013-2020)
- Improvement of monitoring system by local residents for the prevention of illegal activities in 

Mozambique (2018-)
- Institutional development of forest governing authority in Panama (2013-2020)
- Improvement of transparency in wood supply chain in Guatemala (2019-)
- Human resource development for confirmation of wood legality in African countries (2019-)

(2) Contribution to FAO
- The Government has provided funding to FAO for the project of “Enhancing knowledge and 

capacity around forest-related legislation and timber legality” with the contribution of $900 
thousand.

- The project includes the development of online database named “TimberLex,” which provides free 
and easy access to a set of comprehensive country-specific legal information - including legislation, 
policies and international commitments - on forest management, timber production and trade in as 
many as 50 countries.

- The database will become available in 2021.

3. Contribution to combating illegal logging and associated trade
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(Institutional development of forest governing authority in Panama )
- Japan’s Forestry Agency assisted an ITTO project to combat illegal logging 

in Panama from 2013 to 2020. 
(ITTO funded $412,556 for this project from its specific fund for the “Forest Law Enforcement and 
Governance,” to which Japan contributed $1,191,235, or 13% of total amount of the fund.)

- In Panama, elimination of illegally harvested timber from its market was an 
urgent issue, with the estimated ratio of such timber at around 30-51%.

- The Panama Government initiated a project to develop a tracking system of 
wood distribution from standing trees to processed products by use of “bar-
code” for the identification of legally harvested timber, with the assistance 
from ITTO.

- The “bar-code” is printed on a small chip of approximately 5cm long.  The 
chip is attached on standing trees before harvesting, and then scanned by a 
smartphone to record the information of the tree, such as location, species, 
height, and diameter.  Similar chips are also attached to processed products 
after processing.  Authorities will check the chips on timber/products to 
confirm their legality at roadside check-points.

- This system enables authorities to rationalize operational processes 
including harvesting permission or control of harvesting activities, as well as 
eliminate timber without confirmed information of harvesting from the market.

- During the preliminary implementation, all the timber harvested and 
transported from 20 test sites in Darien region in the eastern part of Panama 
were attached with the bar-codes, for the confirmation of legality along its 
transportation route.  The Director-General of Forestry Bureau reports that 
illegal logging declined by 90% in the region after the introduction of the 
system.

(3) Case Study： Japan’s Contribution through ITTO to Panama
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