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International Year of Forests, 2011
Sixty-first session
Agenda item 53 (a)

Resolution adopted by the General Assembly

61/193. International Year of Forests, 2011

The General Assembly,
Reaffirming its commitment to the Non-legally Binding Authoritative Statement of Principles
for a Global Consensus on the Management, Conservation and Sustainable Development of
all Types of Forests and Agenda 21, adopted at the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development, the United Nations Millennium Declaration adopted at the
Millennium Summit in 2000, the Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development and
the Plan of Implementation adopted at the World Summit on Sustainable Development, held
in Johannesburg in 2002,
Recalling the Convention on Biological Diversity, the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change, the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in Those
Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa, and
other relevant conventions dealing with the complexity of forest issues,
Recognizing that forests and sustainable forest management can contribute significantly to
sustainable development, poverty eradication and the achievement of internationally agreed
development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals,
Recalling Economic and Social Council decision 2006/230 of 24 July 2006,
Emphasizing the need for sustainable management of all types of forests, including fragile
forest ecosystems,
Convinced that concerted efforts should focus on raising awareness at all levels to strengthen
the sustainable management, conservation and sustainable development of all types of forests

for the benefit of current and future generations,

1. Decides to declare 2011 as the International Year of Forests;

2. Requests the secretariat of the United Nations Forum on Forests, Department of Economic
and Social Affairs, to serve as the focal point for the implementation of the International
Year of Forests, in collaboration with Governments, the Collaborative Partnership on
Forests and international, regional and subregional organizations and processes as well as
relevant major groups;

3. Invites, in particular, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, as the
Chair of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests, within its mandate to support the

implementation of the International Year of Forests;
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Calls upon Governments, relevant regional and international organizations, and major
groups to support activities related to the Year, inter alia, through voluntary contributions,
and to link their relevant activities to the Year;

Encourages voluntary partnerships among Member States, international organizations
and major groups to facilitate and promote activities related to the Year at the local and
national levels, including by creating national committees or designating focal points in
their respective countries;

Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly at its sixty-fourth

session on the state of preparations for the Year.

83rd plenary meeting
20 December 2006
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What is the International Year of
Forests?

The UN General Assembly has
proclaimed 2011 (Forests 2011) as
the MInternational Year of Forests
and has invited Governments, the

other forest-related stakeholders to come together to
raise awareness to strengthen the sustainable
management, conservation and sustainable
development of all types of forests for the benefit of
current and future generations.

Forests 2011 is a unigue
opportunity {o increase public
awareness of the key role of forests
and sustainable forest management
in  building a greener, more
equitable, sustainable future. The
year-long series of events will
showcase success stories and innovative solutions and
galvanise greater public participation in forest-
related activities at all levels,

Forests 2011 offers a unique opportunity to raise
awareness of the challenges facing many of the
world’s forests and the people who depend on them.
Great success stories and valuable lessons already
exist. The International Year provides a means to
bring these voices together.

Where will Forests 2011 be
celebrated?

The Year is a global event, to be
celebrated at all levels - regional,
national and local. A majority of
the planned activities will take
place at the national and regionat
level and will include tree planting, forestry fairs,
conferences, workshops, seminars, exhibitions,
competitions in areas-ranging from photo, art, school
posters and essay writing to athletic triathlons in
forests, and publication of books, brochures and
educational materials. More information on the
variety of activities being planned is available on
www.un.org/esa/forests/2011/2011.

United Nations system, NGOs, the private sector and-

Who will coordinate Forests 2071
information?

The UN Forum on Forests
Secretariat was requested by the
UN General Assembly to serve as
the focal point for implementation
of activities related to observance
of the Year, in collaboration with Governments, the
Cotlaborative Partnership on Forests (CPF) and other
relevant organisations.

All Governments, international organisations, Major
Groups and other forest-related stakeholders are
encouraged to organise activities in celebration of the
International Year. These activities can then be
showcased and promoted through the international
Year of Forests website which will be managed by the
UN Forum on Forests Secretariat.

When will Forests 2011 be
launched?

The official launch of the Year will
take place at United Nations
Headquarters during the high level
segment of the 9th session of the
UN Forum on Forests (24 January - 4
February 2011). The launch will feature a series of
events including high level panel discussions, media
activities, issuance of the UN commemorative stamp
series for Forests 2011, and other public events
currently under consideration.

Where can | get more information
on Forests 2011?

An  official web site is being
developed by the UN Forum on
Forests Secretariat which will serve
as a central clearing-house for
information about the Year, its
objectives and activities, and a calendar of national,
regional and international initiatives related to the
Year. Until the official website is launched,
information about the Internationat Year will continue
to be made available on the UN Forum on Forests
website and via email at forests@un.org.

United Nations Forum on Forests Secretariat
One UN Plaza, DC1-1245, New York, NY 10017

http://www.un.org/esa/forests

Tel: +1 212 963 3401
Fax: +1 917 367 3186
Email: forests@un.org
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Forests 2011 offers a unique communications
platform and public outreach opportunity to
raise awareness of the challenges facing many
of the world’s forests and the people who
depend on them.

The Forests 2011 website: The
website will be the primary means of
information sharing. This multi-media
site will feature interactive web tools
to elicit feedback and dialogue, and
will include key components such as a
calendar of national, regional and
international initiatives related to the Year and
electronic versions of all Forests 2011 promotional
materials including photographs, videos and audio and
PowerPoint presentations. The website will include a
portal geared toward the media, which will feature links
to forest news items and a press kit with fact sheets,
brochures and other informational documents related to
critical forest issues. It will also function as a gateway
to all member state Forests 2011 websites.

Forest Spokespersons or Messengers:
The  Secretariat is  identifying
individuals who can use their leader or
celebrity status to help raise
awareness and generate media
attention. These “ambassadors” will
be sought from around the world and
will travel to events to promote Forests 2011 as part of
public outreach effarts.

Forests 2011 UN Stamp Series: The
UN Postal Administration is developing
a UN commemorative stamp series for
the International Year, to be launched
during the official international launch
of Forests 2011, at UN Headquarters.
The stamp serried would be 1ssued in New York, Geneva,
and Vienna.

Logo & Other Informational
Materials: The official logo was
launched in July 2010. Additional
products, including brochures,
posters and presentation templates,
are under development.

INTERMATIONAL YEAR
OF FORESTS - 2001

PLANNED ACTIVITIES

Forests 2011 Film Festival: Working
with well-established environmental
film festivals, the UNFF Secretariat
will call for submission of forest films
from around the world, and promote
screenings focused on Forests 2011
themes. This would include public
screenings worldwide.

Art, Film & Photo Competitions:
These will be virtual events to
recognize individuals who use art,
photography, film and short videos to

communicate  their  views and
celebrate forests for people. The
UNFF  Secretariat is working with museums,

environmental filmmakers, media representatives and
the forest networks to develop a major world-wide
competition to attract art, film and photographs that
capture the Forests for People theme.

Public  Service  Announcements
(PSAs) Video & Films: These short
films and PSAs for distribution
worldwide in different languages for
use on television and other innovative
distribution channels; including pro
bono shows in theatres and airlines to convey inspiring
messages of action for forests.

Exhibits and Banners: Using the
stories, art and photos collected as
part of the Forests 2011 activities; the
Forests 2011 exhibits will feature
vignettes of people’s actions for
safeguarding forests around the world
and the theme of “Forests in Your

Everyday Life.”

Advisory Committee: The UNFF
Secretariat is convening an informal
committee comprised of influential
leaders and experts in
communications and media, including
well-known film makers and National
Geographic, to help maximize the
impact of Forests 2011.

United Nations Forum on Forests Secretariat
One UN Plaza, DC1-1245, New York, NY 10017
http: //www,un,org/esa/forests

Tel: +1 212 963 3401
Fax: +1 917 367 3186
Email: forests@un.org
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