Forest area trends and
environmental functlons
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FRA history

= 11 global assessments since 1948, each
different from the one before

= Assessment methods regularly
improved

* Demands for data/definitions evolving

= An emphasis on change from 1980
onwards

= Remote sensing included in 1980 and
2000
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Long-Term FRA Goal

To provide world-class
information in support of
sustainable forest management*

* Defined as: The stewardship and use of forests and forest lands in
a way, and at a rate, that maintains their biodiversity,
productivity, regeneration capacity, vitality and their potential to
fulfill, now and in the future, relevant ecological, economic and
social functions, at local, national, and global levels, and that
does not cause damage to other ecosystems.
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THE WORLD’S FORESTS
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AFFORESTATION AND FOREST EXPANSION




NET CHANGE= X(gain) - Z(loss)

1990-2000: -8.3 million ha/year
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The Context for FRA 2015-2030

— Human population: I 1.2 billion
— Annual cereal demand: I 500 million tons
— Annual wood demand: I 130 million ms3

An estimated 67 million ha of forest land will
be converted to agriculture
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Countries covered by the CFRQ

104 countries, 88% of global forest area
@) Jois CFRQ




 Protective functions....
- 1mportant, but not often
' measured

Forests play a protectlve role in:
econserving water by increasing infiltration
‘reducing runoff velocity and surface erosion
decreasing sedimentation
filtering water pollutants
‘regulating water yield and flow
‘moderating floods, enhancing precipitation
‘reducing tsunami or tidal surge risks
-mltlgatlng sallnlty




| Which country reports the largest
area of protective forest plantations?
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A new attempt to improve global
information on these functions...

Japan is kindly providing important
support for a new project will help
build new information on such forest
functions
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Project Overview

= Beneficiaries: forest managers and the
broader public

= Stakeholders: national scientists,
practitioners and policy makers

= Main actions will be to identify, test and
disseminate methods for measuring the soil
and water conservation functions of forests
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FRA preparat'lons between
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In summary

-Forest area contmue‘s to decrease
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-Agrlcultural area contmues to expand into
forested land ek Dok ol
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-Less natural forest 18 undlsturbed
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‘-Planted forests contlnue to expand
*More knowledgfe abc‘i‘ut the extent to protective
functlons of foresti 1s needed
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